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THE  PKEACHEK.  longs  not  to  the  Divine  character.  For'dence,  wliether  prosperous  or  adverse, 

■  - -  -.-ar— .Ti.^  after  it  says,  *'  love  your  enemies,”  it  as-  |  wliether  he  bestows  his  blessings  or  inflicts 

8£RillON......NO.  XVII.  signs  as  a  reason,  "that  ye  may  be  the  :  punishments ;  that  the  passages  which 

BT  OTIS*  A.  skin:nkr,  children  of  your  Father,  who  is  in  heaven  ^  speak  of  his  love  to  the  righteous,  refer  only 

Pastor  of  the  First  Vnicersaltst  society,  in  'S,  that  ye  may  be  the  practical  chil- 1  to  his  love  of  their  virtues,  and  mean  a  love 

Baltimore,  Maryland.  dren.  But  this  they  could  not  be  by  loving  of  complacency  ;  and  that  the  passages 

- -  tliejr  enemies,  unless  he  loved  his  enemies,  which  speak  of  his  hatred  to  the  wicked, 

“Butthoagli  heciiusegnenjei  wiillieliavccompas-  Second,  that  God  loves  the  wicked,  is  evi-  only  express  his  disapprobation  of  their  evil 

*^on  according  to  tli«  mHlumde  of  his  mercies.  For  lie  ,  ,  ,  -.v  r  i  •  ci  J.  i  i  „  i  i-.  *  a  .  a  e  •  , 

doihuoi  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  Ilie  children  of  men."  aciit  from  the  gilt  of  Ills  Hon.  Ht.  John  ;  qualities,  and  nota  disregard  for  their  wel- 
Lam.  iii:  34,33.  sa\^  "  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  [fare.  Accordingly,  Jesus  said,  '*  If  a  man 
The  Christian  world  maybe  divided  into  Uo^-^iut that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  ;  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words,  and  my 
two  classes,  in  their  sentiments  on  the  iia-  fo  lie  the  propitiation  for  oiir  sins.”  Thus  !  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto 
ture  and  duration  of  punishment.  One  class  God  loved  men,  when  they  had  no  love  lor  i  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him.”  Also, 
believes  it  vindictive  and  endless,*  the  other,  him;  but  when  they  were  nlieiiateil  from:  “hethat  loveth,  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in 
disciplinary  and  limited.  The  question,  him,  by  wicked  works ;  and  this  love  caused  j  him.”  That  is,  the  virtuous,  the  obedient, 
therefore,  what  is  the  nature  of  punishment,  him  to  send  his  Son,  not  to  condemn  them,  j  possessing  right  aflections  and  sentiments, 
is  of  high  importance,  and  demands  an  im-  but  that  through  him  they  might  be  saved,  j  dwell  with  God,  or  live  under  the  influence 
partial  consideration  ;  fur  to  decide  upon  its  1  am  aware  that  the  Scriptures  say.  j  of  those  doctrines,  in  which  God  manifests 
nature,  is  to  decide  upon  its  duration.  But  “  The  Lord  hateth  the  wicked,  and  those  ;  himself  to  the  soul.  God  and  Christ  abide 
before  we  proceed  to  answer  this  question,  it  who  love  violence  ;”  Psal.  xi :  5.  “  that  he  1  with  the  good  by  the  influence  of  religion, 
may  be  well  to  state  distinctly,  what  we  mean  hates  all  the  workers  of  iniquity;”  Psal. and  when  the  wicked  become  virtuous,  they 
by  vindictive  and  disciplinary  punishment,  v:  5.  "that  he  hated  Esau;”  Rom.  ix  :  love  them,  or  rather,  the  graces  they  acquire; 
Vindictive  punishment,  is  that  which  is  in-  13.  But  unless  we  admit  these  passages  |  they  love  them  with  a  love  ot  complacency  ; 
flicted  from  hatred  and  revenge,  with  a  view  synonymous  with  diose  which  speak  of  his  I  and  they  dwell  with  them  by  the  influence 
to  torment,  and  without  any  regard  to  the  hating  every  abomination  ;  Dcut.  xii :  31. !  of  religion.  But  this  implies  no  change, 
magnitude  of  the  crimes,  t  Disciplinary  pun-  a  proud  look,  a  lying  tongue,  and  hands]  neither  in  the  mind  of  Go<l,  nor  of  Christ; 
isliinent,  is  that  which  is  inflicted  from  love,  that  shed  innocent  blood,  a  heart  that  de-  ;  it  is  no  proof  that  they  did  not  love  them  as 
witha  view  to  reform  the  sinner  and  promote  viseth  wicked  imaginations,  feet  that  are  :  members  of  the  human  family,  as  subjects 
good,  and  is  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  swift  in  running  to  mischief,  and  him  that  |  of  their  creation  and  providence,  even  with 
of  the  crimes.  The  former  implie.s,  that  the  soweth  discord  among  brethren  ;  Prov.  vi  : '  an  everlasting  and  unspeakable  love — a  love 
punisher  hates  the  punished  ;  the  latter,  that  17-19.  “  evil  imaginations  against  neigh- !  which  seeks  alike  the  liappiness  of  all  men. 
he  loves  the  punished,  but  hates  his  sins,  bors  ;  and  a  love  of  false  oaths;”  Zech.  i  And  unless  we  admit  this,  we  say  God  is 
Having  given  these  definitions,  1  will  now  viii ;  18,  wemake  the  Bible  contradict  itself,  J  subject  to  all  the  changes  of  man  ;  that  he 
proceed  to  show,  that  punishment  is  disci-  the  acknowlcged  nature  of  God,  and  the  i  is  tossed  about  like  the  waves  of  the  sea  ; 
plinnry,  plainest  dictates  of  enlightened  reason. —  and  unstable,  like  the  waters.  We  say  too, 

I.  And  I  begin  by  observing,  that  the  na-  Paul  in  his  2d  epistle  to  the  Cor.  xiii  :  11,  |  that  he  is  subject  to  haired  and  revenge, 
ture  of  God  proves  this.  This  observation  calls  him  “the  God  of  love  ;”  and  ^t.  |  qualities  which  we  consider  most  odious  in 
is  made  with  a  full  knowledge  that  many  John  in  his  1st.  epistle,  iv :  16,  says,  that :  men.  Indeed,  wemake  him  as  much  worse 
hold  the  doctrine,  that  God  loves  the  right-  “  God  is  love.”  The  nature  of  God  being  !  than  a  Nero  and  a  Caligula,  as  infinite  re- 
eous  and  hates  the  wicked  ;  that  his  motives  love,  he  can  never  cease  to  love  the  works  ■  venge  and  cruelly  are  worse  than  finite. — 
in  punishing  the  former,  are  different  from  of  his  hands ;  for,  like  himself,  his  love  But  such  sentiments  are  too  impious  to  be 
his  motives  in  punishing  the  latter.  And  must  be  immutable,  eternal,  and  infinite,  i  cherished  for  a  moment,  and  we  must  ad- 
as  this  is  the  foundation  principle  of  vin-  Therefore,  when  the  Scriptures  speak  of  I  mit,  what  the  nature  of  God  proves,  that 
dictive  punishment,  it  may  be  well  to  give  his  haling  tlie  wicked,  they  must  mean,  that ;  all  punishment  is  inflicted  from  good  mo- 
this  doctrine  a  close  investigation.  First,  he  hates  their  actions,  their  deeds,  their  de-  j  lives,  and  consequently  is  disciplinary*  and 
it  is  opposed  to  the  divine  requirements. —  vices,  and  their  principles.  By  the  hatred  ;  limited. 

The  Gospel  requires  us  to  love  our  eiie-  of  God,  we  are  not  to  underslaiid  a  passion  1  2.  This  rhny  be  proved,  from  those  pas- 

mies  ;  to  bless  those  who  curse  us  ;  to  do  as  in  man,  but  his  opposition  to  what  is  :  sages  which  speak  of  the  punishment  of  the 
good  to  those  who  hate  us  ;  and  to  pray  for  evil. — and  just  in  proportion  as  we  become  j  wicked.  As  a  specimen,  I  will  give  the 
those  who  persecute  and  despitefully  use  us.  polluted,  he  hales  us;  or  rather,  ihc  evil';  following :  "  For  a  small  moment  have  I 
Now,  if  God  hates  the  wicked,  ami  requires  we  possess.  But  this  hatred  does  not  change  j  forsaken  thee  ;  but  with  great  mercies  will 

us  to  love  them,  does  lie  not  require  of  us  his  disposition  ;  it  does  not  cause  him  to  |  j  gather  thee.  In  a  little  wrath,  I  hid  my 

virtues  of  which  himself  is  destitute  ?  But  cease  from  seeking  our  happiness.  And face  from  thee  for  a  moment ;  but  with  ever- 
the  connexion  in  which  this  requirement  is  we  read,  "  that  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  ;  lasting  kindness  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee, 
found,  shows,  that  such  a  contradiction  be-  from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness  and  j  saith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer.”  Isa.  liv  ; 
— -  unrighteousness  of  men,  who  hold  the  truth  1 7^  g,  ••  For  I  will  not  contend  forever, 

niiVi -rr"  **  Ti’ow.  who  tailcvc  In  ihe  fo  unrighteousness,  Rom.  i:  18,  but  QOt  |  neither  will  I  be  always  wroth;  for  the 

anniliilaiion  ortlie  wicked,  may  be  reckoned  nmons  ibe  .  .  I  nciiiin  ..i..  ,  ..j.,  ma 

Hritt  naemioned  clam.  against  thc  souls  Of  men.  :  spirit  should  fail  before  me,  and  the  souls 

1 1  am  avriire,  ihui  pontahmeni  lina  been  considered  From  what  has  been  Said  on  the  lovc  and  i  ____ 
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,  It  God  hates  the  wicked,  anil  requires  we  possess,  uuiinis  naireu  uoes  noi  riiange  j  forsaken  thee  ;  but  with  great  mercies  will 
love  them,  does  lie  not  require  of  us  his  disposition  ;  it  does  not  cause  him  to  |  j  gather  ihee.  In  a  little  wrath,  I  hid  my 
es  of  which  himself  is  destitute  ?  But  cease  from  seeking  our  happiness.  And face  from  thee  for  a  moment ;  but  with  ever- 
onnexion  in  which  this  requirement  is  we  read,  "  that  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  ;  lasting  kindness  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee. 


llrAt  naeiuloncd  clam. 

1 1  am  aware,  that  pontahmeni  lina  bern  ennaldered 


iK'wtoSJI^aideTTlimfu^^  A'nd  rdoTofconceiw,  hatred  of  God.  it  is  manifest,  that  the  love  j  -•  One  writer  mye.poniehmentle  like  the  fleare  of 
tlial  tlie  definilion  I  have  given,  ia  opposed  iotht«coiu-  hc  had  for  man,  when  ho  pronounced  him  Uiai  uliimlwofiiees;  and  Wtnle  one  or  them  looks 
- -  «  .  .  r  .  .  .  I  back  00  the  odeace, Um oebar  looks fbrwardto  ibe  reAm 


tiiai  tiie  definilion  I  have  given,  is  opposed  iotht«coiu-  hc  had  for  man,  when  ho  pronounced  him  ““v  'y"***™’*®' 

■inn  opinion,  Ibr  a  disciplinary  punlenmeot  Is  rciriboiive  viarw  irivul  never  chancres  *  ihnnhio  imrovne  ®°  tly  ofifenco,  Uis  other  looks  forwydio  ibe  reAs» 

andex<«ipl«ry.b«aiis;ttisaii^m;todhedeeds,ai)d  vwy  |OOd.  never  Changes  ,  that  this  govcins  |  aatioo  of  tlio  ofleodert  also,  that  tf  Ills  not  to  pro. 
serves  as  an  exampisioofflerB.  him,  in  all  the  dispensations  cf  b;s  provT-  doesreftrmsUoii.ltlo  reWnge. 
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whicli  1  have  made.”  Isn.  Ivii :  16.  ••  For 
the  Lord  will  not  cast  ofi' forever  :  Hut  iho’ 
he  cause  grief,  yet  will  he  have  compassion 
according  to  the  multitude  of  his  mercies. 
For  he  doth  not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve 
the  children  of  men.”  Lam.  iii :  32,  33. 
“For  my  determination  is  to  gather  tlie 
nations,  that  I  may  asscnihle  the  kingdoms, 
to  iMJur  upon  them  my  fierce  anger  :  for 
all  the  earth  shall  be  devoured  with  the  fire 
of  my  jealousy.  For  then  I  will  turn  to 


of  reward,  how  shall  we  escape  ?”  kc.  J  sinful,  and  no  longer ;  and  its  reproaches 
llrb.  ii:  2.  From  the  foregoing  passages,  and  upbraidings  are  as  well  calculated  to  de> 
it  is  plain,  that  punishment  is  according  to  stroy  the  sin  and  subdue  the  sinrter,  as  the 


ravages  of  the  worm  were  to  consume  the 
dead  carcasses  in  the  valley  of  llinnom.* 
Tliercforc,  this  figure  show  s  that  i>unishment 
is  corrective. 

The  same  may  jje  said  of  the  figure Jire _ 

"  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched.”  Fire  has 
1  one  of  two  effeets  on  all  things,  it  either 
Therefore  the  cir- 


the  deeds  ;  they  teach  what  it  is  perfectly 
natural  to  expect,  tli.it  God  will  [ninish  ;  but 
that  his  punishments  will  be  just,  that  they 
[  will  be  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  j  is  corrective, 
the  sins, 

j  Hut  such  is  not  the  case  with  a  vindictive 
punishment.  AVhilc  the  good  parent  chas¬ 
tises  Itis  child  according  to  his  deserts,  the  I  destroys  or  purifies, 
my  people  a  pure  language,  that  they  may  1  angry,  passionate  parent  chastises  not  accor-  j  cumstunce  that  punishment  is  represented 
call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;  to  serve  dittg  to  his  deserts,  but  according  to  his  own  i  by  fire,  shows  that  it  is  corrective.  Should 
him  with  one  consent.”  Zeph.  iii :  8,  9.  1  anger.  The  punishments  of  the  litrmer  are  j  it  be  said,  this  cannot  be,  because  it  is  cailed 
“  God  chastens  for  our  profit,  that  we  may  just  and  amemlatory,  butofthe  latter,  unjust ;  unquenchable,  I  answer  that  it  docs  not  al- 
be  partakers  of  his  holiness,”  Heb.  xii :  and  vindictive.  Therefore  the  circumstance,  j  ter  the  case;  for  an  unquenchable  fire  is 
10.  The  foregoing  passages  teach,  that  |  tliat  God  jiunishes  according  to  tlie  deeds,  j  not  endless  ;  it  is  one  that  burns  until  all 
though  God  will  hide  his  lace  from  tlie  clearly  proves,  that  he  designs  it  for  the  gooil  j  within  the  sphere  of  its  operation  is  con- 
wicked,  contend  against  them,  cause  them  |  of  the  sinner,  and  punishes  from  the  best  j  sumed.  It  is  said  of  the  gates  of  Jerusalem 
grief,  cast  them  ofi',  afflict  them,  pour  upon  '  of  motives,  ;  that  they  shall  burn  and  not  be  quenched ; 

them  his  fierce  anger,  and  chastise  them,  4.  Tliis  may  be  proved  from  the  word  ;  the  same  is  said  of  the  forests,  and  of  the 
still  he  will  not  contend  and  cast  off  forever,  '  punishment.  The  original  Greek  wofd  land  of  Idumea.  SeeJer.  xvii:  27.  Eze. 
but  will  gather  them  with  great  mercies,  translated  punishment,  is  explained  in  thcjxx:  4-5-48.  Isn.  xxxiv  ;  9-11.  Now, 
and  will  turn  to  them  a  pure  language,  that  late  American  translation  of  the  common  |  all  know  that  the  fires  which  are  here  called 
they  may  call  upon  his  name,  serve  him  Greek  Lexicon,  to  be cfeos/tse- i  unquenchable,  have  long  since  ceased  to 
with  one  consent,  and  be  partakers  of  his  !  men/,  correction,  the  pruning  of  trees. —  . 

This  is  indisputable  proof,  that  I  Admitting  this  definition  correct,  our  posi- 


holiness. 


burn.  Therefore  an  unquenchable  fire,  is 
not  endless  ;  but  one  that  burns  until  all  is 


punishment  is  inflicted  from  purely  paternal ,  lion  is  clearly  established;  for  when  we  !  consumed  ;  one  which  cannot  be  extinguish- 

n»r>,.:r>1oe  ,l.«,  n,  linn,t  >>in  I  ...I  I...,  ...O'. _ 1. . . 


principles 


read  that  though  hand  join  in  hand,  the 


Perhaps  it  will  be  said,  these  passages  wicked  shall  not  go  unpunished  ;  that  man 
refer  to  his  dealings  with  Christians,  and  [ms  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  punishment 
are  not  applicable  to  all  men.  To  this  very  of  his  sins  :  that  a  man  of  great  wrath  shall 


ed,  but  is  suflered  to  go  out  of  itself. 

Tliese  arc  acknowledged  to  be  the  strong¬ 
est  figures,  contained  in  the  whole  volume 
of  inspiration  ;  but  instead  of  aflording  ar- 


common  remark,  I  have  two  replies  ;  first,  :  sufler  punishment ;  that  sinners  shall  be  I  guinents  against  our  position,  they  prove  it 
they  do  not  refer  to  Christians,  but  to  the  '  punished  for  their  iniquity  ;  and  that  they  i  true.  Consequently  punishment  is  disci- 


wicked,  and  to  those  who  obey  not  the  voice  shall  go  into  everlasting  punishment,  we  I 
of  God,  who  received  not  correction,  who  ,  arc  to  understand  by  it  a  corrective  process. 


trusted  not  in  the  Lord,  who  drew  not  near  loppingofl'theunprofitablebranches,branch- 
to  God,  whose  friends  were  as  roaring  lions,  j  es  which  hinder  the  growth  in  grace  and  | 


plinary  in  its  nature,  and  limited  in  its  du 
ration. 

Having  thus  proved  the  great  doctrine, 
_  ,  „  I  separates  us  from  other  sects,  it  may  be 

whose  judges  as  wolves,  whose  prophets  ;  divine  knowledge  ;  and  which  prevent  from  '  well  to  consider  a  very  general  opinion  that 
light  and  treacherous,  whose  priests  polluted  I  bearing  good  fruit.  And  though  for  the  .  prevails  on  the  subject  of  punishment.  .Most 

the  sanctuary,  and  did  violence.  These  are  j  present  it  may  seem  to  be  grievous  and  not  <  .i..., - . —  - . 

the  ones  to  whom  God,  after  he  had  punish-  j  joyous  ;  nevertheless,  afterwards  it  yieldeth 
cd,  turned  a  pure  language.  Second,  if  j  thepeaceablefrnitsof  righteousness  to  them, 
these  passages  did  refer  only  to  Christians,  j  who  are  exercised  thereby. 


it  would  not  alter  the  case  in  the  least,  for 


Perhaps  it  will  be  asked,  what  if  some 
they  teach  the  great  principles  of  God’s  {  will  not  be  exercised  thereby,  will  not  be 
government;  they  inform  us  how  he  deals  j  reformed,  and  will  not  submit?  Why, 

with  the  children  of  men  ;  and  what  we  j  then  God  will  lie  defeated  in  his  object,  and  I  he  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for- 

And  surely,  i  it  will  be  manifest  that  he  is  wanting  in  |  ever  ;  therefore  the  same  motives  that 


Christians  admit  that  our  views  are  correct, 
as  far  as  they  relate  to  this  life  ;  that  the 
punishment  in  this  world  is  for  good  ;  but 
they  contend,  that  the  pu'iishmeiit  inflicted 
in  die  future  state  will  be  to  torment,  and  of 
consequence  vindictive.  To  this  I  will  of¬ 
fer  two  replies  ;  first,  God  is  unchangeable ; 


may  expect,  if  we  transgress, 

we  have  no  reason  to  say,  he  is  actuated  by  ;  power,  that  he  is  not  omnipotent ;  but  only  j  tuate  him,  in  his  dealings  with  sinners  on 
different  motives  in  punishing  Christians  I  .\theists  can  admit  this.  Therefore  punish- 1  earth,  will  actuate  him  in  his  dealings  with 
for  their  sins,  than  the  wicked  for  theirs.  ,  mentwill  produce  submission,  which  is  the!  them  beyond  the  grave.  Consequently,  if 
“God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,”  and  j  object  it  was  designed  by  the  Most  High  to  |  punishment  is  disciplinary  here,  it  will* be 
whosoever  doeth  wrong,  whether  saint  or ,  effect.  Consequently  it  is  disciplinary  in  !  hereafter.  Second,  tlic  nature  of  future 

re,  and  limited  in  its  duration.  I  punishment  shows  it  is  disciplinary.  None 
5.  Tliis  may  be  proved  from  the  figures,  1  believe  as  formerly,  that  hell  is  a  literal  fire 
by  which  punishment  is  represented.  Tliis  ;  of  brimstone,  that  the  wicked  will  lie  shut 


sinner,  must  receive  for  that  wrong.  There-  i  its  nature,  and  limited  in  its  duration, 
fore,  all  punishment  is  disciplinary  in  its 

nature,  and  limited  in  its dur.ition.  ...  .  _  _  __  . . 

3.  This  may  be  proved  from  those  pas-  i  remark  may  surprise  some  of  my  readers,  j  up  in  a  literal  prison,  where  to  use  the  Ian 
sages  which  teach,  that  punishment  is  jiro-  j  for  they  have  been  taught,  that  these  figures  I  guage  of  Isaac  Ambrose,  in  his  sermon  on 
portioned  to  the  delinquency  of  the  sinner,  I  arc  arguments  against  the  position  which  I  doomsday,  “will  be  wonderful  engines. 
As  a  specimen  I  will  give  the  following  : —  we  advocate,  but  we  are  confident  that  the  I  sham  and  snrp  I  nistriimpnlfi  nf* 

“  Also  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  bclongcth  mercy  : 
for  thou  render^t  to  every  man  according 

not.”  This  is  borrowed  from  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment,  and  is  an  allusion  to  the  worftis  that 
preyed  upon  the  dead  carcasses  in  the  valley 
of  Hinnom.  They  are  represented  ns  ne¬ 
ver  dying,  that  is,  not  until  all  which  they 
can  consume  is  destroyed.  Now  suppose, 
we  say  the  worm  means  conscience,  as  is  ge- 


lohiswork.”  Ps.  Ixii :  12.  “According 
to  their  deeds,  accordingly  he  will  repay, 
fury  to  his  adversaries,  recompense  to  his 
enemies.”  Isa.  lix  :  18.  “  He  shall  re¬ 

ward  every  man  according  to  his  works.” 
Matt,  xvi ;  27.  “Who  will  render  to  every 
man  according  to  his  deeds.’’  Rom.  ii  : 


we  advocate,  but  we  are  confident  that  the  j  sharp  and  sore  instruments  of  revenge, 
remark  is  correct.  We  shall  first  take  the  |  fiery  brimstone,  pitchy  sulphur,  red-hot 
figure  of  the  worm — “where  the  worm  dietli  j  chains,  flaming  whips,  scorching  darkness.” 


C.  “For  .  if  the  word  spoken  by  the  an- |  nerally  thought,  for  the  worm  after  having 
gels  was  steadfast,  and  every'  transgression  j  performed  its  otfice  dies  ;  and  conscience 
a;;d  disobedience  rff'civcd  a  jtist  rc»-ornpense  •  will  coniimie  to  reproach,  wliile  we  remain 


liming  whips,  scorching  i 
Such  ideas  have  been  abandoned  ;  and  now 
it  is  believed,  that  hell,  or  future  misery,  is 
the  same  as  on  earth,  a  horror  of  conscience, 
guilt,  blindness  of  mind,  unbelief  and  ha¬ 
tred.  Therefore  when  these  causes  are 
removed,  there  will  be  nothing  to  torment ; 
whereas,  according  to  the  former  views,  the 


*  In  llie  valley  of  Hinnom,  the  worm  died,  ■when  ii* 
tbod  Ciilrcl,  nnd  the  pile  on  which  human  aaeriticee  were 
biirrti  to  Molooh,  w  or  nden  cslinf niched. — Actccomt, 


1 


in’AXUULK'AL  ,>IAUAZIM^  AXi)  AI)V4H'ATI3. 


misery  was  corporeal  as  well  as  mental, 
and  consequently,  genuine  repentance  would 
not  produce  happiness.  Hence  people  were 
frequently  told,  that  it  would  be  too  late  to 
repent  in  hell ;  but  according  to  the  present 
belief  of  the  church  respecting  the  nature  of 
future  torment,  a  ctiange  of  character  there 
will  produce  happiness,  as  well  us  on  earth. 
Therefore  future  punishment  is  the  same 
as  present  punishment. 

Is  it  asked  how  long  punishment  will 
continue  ?  I  answer,  God  has  not  seen  fit 
to  make  this  a  subject  of  revelation.  He 
has  indeed  told  us,  that  liis  people  shall  be 
willing  in  the  day  of  his  power,  and  that  in 
the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times,  he 
will  gather  all  things  together  in  Christ. — 
And  he  has  not  revealed  the  time  when  all 
men  shall  be  raised  from  the  dead,  and  when 
mortality  shall  be  swallowed  up  of  life. — 
But  none  bring  this  argument  against  the 
resurrection,  and  we  conceive  none  should 
bring  the  silence  of  the  Scriptures  respect¬ 
ing  the  particular  time  when  all  shall  be  re¬ 
stored,  against  their  restoration.  It  is 
enough  to  know,  that  God  is  a  father,  that 
he  chastens  for  our  profit,  that  the  spring 
of  all  his  actions  is  infinite  love,  and  that  all 
his  plans  will  be  carried  into  execution, — 
Hence  we  say,  when  the  will  of  God  is  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven,  when  all 
remember  and  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  all 
the  kindreds  of  the  nations  worship  before 
him,  and  when  the  Lamb  of  God  takes  away 
the  sin  of  the  world,  and  tears  are  wiped 
from  oflT  all  faces,  punishment  will  cease. 
Then,  and  not  till  tlien,  will  every  creature 
in  heaven,  on  earth,  under  the  earth,  in  the 
sea.  and  all  that  in  them  are,  sing  the  song 
of  Moses  and  the  Lamb,  saying  blessing  and 
honor,  glory  and  power,  be  unto  Him  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for¬ 
ever  and  ever. 


[For  the  Magazine  and  Advocate.] 
EXPOSITION  OF  SCRIPTURE. 

"  He  that  believeth  nol  sliall  be  itnmned.” 

Mark  xvi :  16. 

It  is  really  amusing  to  witness  with  what 
apparent  exultation  and  joy  our  religious  op- 
posers  continue  to  quote  and  urge  the  above 
expression  of  our  Saviour,  ns  proof  of  end¬ 
less  torture.  Is  it  possible  that  they  can 
be  ignorant  of  its  having  been  repeatedly 
explained  and  illustrated,  by  Univcrsalists, 
both  in  their  preaching  and  writings?  If 
they  are  not,  and  I  see  not  well  how  they 
can  be,  why  do  they  not,  instead  of  groan¬ 
ing  over,  and  harping  upon  their  unjustly 
assumed  sense  of  the  phrase  so  much,  bring 
forward  their  objections  to  the  views  we 
have  so  often  advanced,  and  point  out  to  us 
wherein  we  have  erred  1  This  would  be 
acting  in  accordance  with  the  apostolic  in¬ 
junction,  to  “prove  all  things.”  ^Ve  have 
many,  to  us,  strong  reasons  for  believing 
that  this  text,  with  a  number  of  others  of 
the  kind,  relates  exclusively  to  that  mural 
condemnation  and  misery  under  which  tlie 
teilful*  unbeliever  labors  in  opposing  the 
light  of  divine  truth,  communicated  to  the 
world  by  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel. — 
This  condemnation  will  continue  until  his 


will  is  subdued  and  he  comes  willingly  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

It  has  no  more  reference  to  endless  mise¬ 
ry  than  it  has  to  the  French  revolution  ;  if 
it  has,  the  Bible  is  nothing  but  a  volume  of 
palpable  contradictions,  fur  nothing  is  more 
plainly  proveable  from  it,  than  that,  “  all 
shall  know  the  Lord” — that  all  shall  be 
gathered  together  in  Christ — that  “  all  shall 
be  made  alive  in  Christ,”  and  that  “every 
tongue  shall  swear,  and  surely  sliall  say. 
In  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness  and 
strength.” 

I  do  not  intend  to  weary  the  patience  of 
the  reader  with  a  recapitulation  of  what  has 
frequently  been  oflered  upon  this  subject; 
I  therefore,  will  only  give  the  views  of 
the  celebrated  George  Campbell,  D.  D., 
F.  II.  S.,  a  Scotch  Presbyterian  divine, 
who  renders  the  Greek  term  katakrino.coy- 
DE.M_NKD,  not  DAMNED,  and  givcs  the  follow¬ 
ing  reasons  fur  sj  doing  : 

••Shall  be  damned,”— ••'Tius  is  not  a 
just  version  of  the  Greek  word.  The  term 
damned,  with  vs,  relates  solely  to  the  doom 
which  shall  be  pronounced  upon  the  wicked 
at  the  last  day.” 

(I  should  like  to  be  informed  where,  in 
the  Bible,  the  term  damned  is  used  in  this 
sense,  utdess  he  mean  the  doom  pronounced 
where  the  last  day  is  acknowledged  to  mean 
the  close  of  the  legal  dispensation.  But  let 
this  pass.  The  confession  of  a  celebrated 
and  learned  opponent  is,  certainly,  good 
evidence  as  far  as  it  goes  ;  h.ence  let  us  see 
what  reasons  he  offers  for  his  understanding 
of  the  oft  repeated  passage  we  are  examin- 

•"SO 

“  This  cannot  be  affirmed,  U'lth  truth,  of 
the  Greek  katakrino,  which  corresponds 
exactly  to  the  English  verb,  condemn,  ^’C.” 

••  -All  the  Latin  translations  I  know,  Vul¬ 
gate,  Arius  Montanus,  Zurich,  Erasmus. 
Castalio,  Cai.vin  and  Beza  say,  condemni- 
betur.  But  if  the  word  had  been  damni- 
betur,  it  would  have  made  no  difi’erence, 
as  these  two  Latin  verbs  are  synonymous. 
It  is  not  so  with  the  English  words,  to  damn, 
or,  to  condemn.” 

The  Partialist  laity  ought  to  know  this, 
that  they  might  be  liberated  from  the  pon¬ 
derous  load  of  Heathenish  superstition  and 
error  under  which  they  are  groaning. 

-Again,  wc  are  told  by  the  Dr.  that  “  In 
regard  to  the  more  modern  English  ver¬ 
sions,  they  have  all  replaced  the  proper 
word,  condemned,  except  fVesly,  who  retains 
the  term  of  the  common  translation,  chap, 
xii :  40.  “These.shall  receive  the  greater 
damnation.”  “It  is  still  worse,”  says 
Campbell,  “  to  render  the  simple  verb 
krinien,  (2  Thes.  ii  :  12.  )to  damn  ;  that 
verb  properly  signifies  not  so  much  as  to 
condemn,  but  to  judge,  to  try;  though  some¬ 
times  used  by  a  figure,  the  cause  for  the 
consequence,  to  denote,  to  punish.” 

The  passage  referred  to  last,  reads  thus, 

“  -And  for  this  cause  God  (not  the  devil) 
shall  send  them  strong  delusion,  that  they 
should  believe  a  lie — that  they  might  be 
damned  who  believe  not  the  truth,  but  had 
pleasure  in  unrighteousness.” 


I 


I 


Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  b« 
met  with  this  passage  as  a  supposed  knock¬ 
down  argument  against  universal  salvation— 
but  Dr.  Campbell  tells  us  it  does  not  mean 
••so  much  as  to  condemn,”  though  it  is 
sometimes  used  figuratively  to  “  denote  to 
punish.” 

Oil,  ye  promoters  of  discord.delusion  and 
madness,  if  ye  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
writings  of  your  own  standard  authors,  you 
ought  to  confess  your  ignorance  and  cease 
to  instruct ;  for  “  if  the  blind  lead  the  blind, 
botli  will  full  into  the  ditch.”  If  you  are 
acquainted  with  them,  but  do  not  agree  with 
their  views,  it  is  your  duty  to  tell  the  public 
what  your  leaders  believe,  and  point  out 
their  errors.  But  if  you  understand  their 
sentiments,  and  do  not  disbelieve,  or  attempt 
to  refute  them,  your  dishonesty  is  mure  than 
equal  to  your  temerity,  and  your  conduct 
ought  to  be  reprobated  by  every  friend  to 
God  and  man.  J.  Chase,  jr. 


*  We  cannot  believe  tliat  lie  wlio  has  not  heard  tha 
Gospel,  or  is  nol  capable  of  understanding  it  when  h« 
doee  hear  it, can  be  condeiuned  in  the  sense  orilie  text,  g 
lie  cun  in  Justice  be  thus  condemned  und  this  condemna¬ 
tion  rendered  damnation  in  the  text,  mean  endless  mise¬ 
ry,  vvluit  will  become  o{ all  infants  and  idiote  X  they  are 
unbelievers^ _ 


EARL  OF  CHATHAM'S  LETTER. 


To  readers  who  have  not  seen  it,  the  let¬ 
ter  which  follows,  written  in  1733,  will  not 
lie  unacceptable.  It  was  originally  publish¬ 
ed  in  the  Loudon  Journal  over  the  author’s 
proper  signature,  as  an  address  to  the  people 
of  England. 

LETTER. 


“  Pure  religion,  and  undefiled  beinre  God  and  the  Fi^ 
ther,  is  this:  to  visit  the  fUtherless  and  widows  in  their 
afflictions,  and  to  keep  one’s  self  unspotted  goal  tbs 
world.” 

Gentlemen — Whoever  takes  a  view  of 
the  world,  will  find,  that  what  the  greater 
part  of  mankind  have  agreed  to  call  religion, 
has  been  only  some  outward  exercise,  es¬ 
teemed  sufficient  to  work  a  reconciliation 
with  God.  It  has  moved  them  to  build 
temples,  slay  victims,  offer  up  sacrifices,  to 
fast  and  feast,  to  petition  and  thank,  to 
laugh  and  cry,  to  sing  and  sigh  by  turns  : 
but  it  has  nut  yet  been  found  sufficient  to 
induce  them  to  break  off  an  amour,  to  make 
restitution  of  ill  gotten  wealth,  or  to  bring 
the  passions  and  appetites  to  a  reasonable 
subjection.  Differ  as  much  as  they  may  in 
opinion  concerning  what  they  ought  to  be¬ 
lieve,  or  after  what  manner  they  are  to 
serve  God,  as  they  call  it,  yet  they  all  agree 
in  gratifying  their  appetites.  The  same 
passion  reigns  eternally  in  all  countries  and 
in  all  ages.  Jew  and  Alahommedan,  the 
Christian  and  the  Pagan,  the  Tartar  and 
the  Indian  ;  all  kinds  of  men,  who  differ  in 
almtist  every  thing  else,  universally  agree 
with  regard  to  their  passions  ;  if  there  be 
any  difference  among  the.m  it  is  this,  that 
the  more  superstitious,  they  are  always  the 
more  vicious ;  and  the  more  they  believe, 
the  less  they  practice.  This  is  a  melancholy 
consideration  to  a  good  mind  ;  it  is  a  truth, 
and  certainly  above  all  things,  worth  our 
while  to  inquire  into.  We  will,  therefore, 
probe  the  wound,  and  search  to  the  bottom  ; 
we  will  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree, 
and  show  you  the  true  reason  why  men  go 


RVANfJKhKJAIi  AIAOSAZIXn  AND  «OSl*KIi  ADVDCJATK. 


Utica,  Saturday,  August  18, 1833. 


LETTER  NO.  XXI. 
TO  REV.  S.  C.  AIKIN, 


on  in  sinning  and  repenting,  and  sinning  |  can  we  are  assured  from  his  perfections  tiations  have,  besides  depriving  us  of  the  na- 
again,  through  the  whole  course  of  their  I  that  we  shall  find  our  own  good  in  so  doing,  tive  l)eauty  and  charms  of  honesty,  and  thus . 
lives  ;  and  the  reason  is,  Irecause  tliey  have  j  And  what  would  we  have  more  ?  are  we,  cruelly  stabbing  virtue  to  the  heart,  raised 
been  taught,  must  wickedly  taught,  that  re-  j  after  such  inquiry,  and  in  an  age  full  of  and  dififused  among  men  a  certain  unnatu- 
ligion  and  virtue  are  two  things  absolutely  j  liberty,  children  still  ?  and  cannot  we  be  ral  passion,  which  we  shall  call  religious 
distinct:  that  the  deficiency  of  the  one  |  quiet  unless  we  have  holy  romances,  sacred  hatred;  a  hatred,  constant,  deep-rooted  and 
might  be  supplied  by  the  sufficiency  of  the  |  fables,  and  traditionary  tales  to  amuse  us  in  immortal.  All  other  passions  rise  and  fall, 
other;  and  that  what  you  want  in  virtue,  i  an  idle  hour,  and  to  give  rest  to  our  souls,  die  and  revive  ogain,  but  this  of  religious 
you  must  make  up  in  religion.  But  this  .  when  our  follies  and  vices  will  not  suffer  us  and  pious  hatred  rises  and  grows  every  day 
religion,  so  dishonorable  to  God,  and  so  i  to  rest?  stronger  upon  the  mind  as  we  grow  more 

pernicious  to  men,  is  worse  than  Atheism  ;  j  You  have  been  taught,  indeed,  that  right  religious,  because  we  hate  for  God’s  sake, 
for  Atheism,  though  it  takes  away  one  great  I  belief,  or  Orthodoxy,  will,  like  charity,  and  for  the  sake  of  those  poor  souls  too,  who 
motive  to  support  virtue  in  distress,  yet  it  ]  cover  a  multitude  of  sins  ;  but  be  not  decci-  have  the  misfortune  not  to  believe  as  we  do, 
furnishes  no  man  with  arguments  to  be  vi- 1  ved  ;  belief  of,  or  mere  assent  to,  the  truth  of  and  can  we  in  so  good  a  cause  hate  too 
cious ;  but  superstition,  or  what  the  world  i  propositions  upon  evidence,  is  not  a  virtue,  much  ?  The  more  thoroughly  we  hate,  the 
means  by  religion,  is  the  greatest  possible  j  nor  unbelief  a  vice ;  faith  is  not  a  voluntary  better  we  are  ;  and  the  more  mischief  we 
encouragement  to  vice,  by  setting  up  some  |  act,  it  does  not  depend  upon  the  will ;  eve-  do  to  the  bodies  and  estates  of  those  infidels 
thing  as  religion,  which  shall  atone  and  ;  ry  man  must  believe  or  disbelieve,  whether  and  heretic^*,  the  more  do  we  show  our  love 
commute  for  the  want  of  virtue.  This  is  1  he  will  or  not,  according  as  evidence  ap-  to  God.  This  is  religious  zeal,  and  this  hat 
establishing  iniquity  by  law,  the  highest  pears  to  him.  If  therefore,  men,  however  been  called  divinity  ;  but  remember  the  on- 
law  ;  by  authority,  the  highest  authority ;  dignified  or  distinguished,  command  us  to  ly  true  divinity  is  humanity, 
that  of  God  himself.  We  complain  of  the  believe,  they  are  guilty  of  the  highest  folly  William  Pitt. 

vices  of  the  world,  and  of  the  wickedness  of  and  absurdity,  because  it  is  out  of  our  pow- 

men,  without  searching  into  the  true  cause,  er,  but  if  they  command  us  to  believe,  and  MAGAZINE  AND  ADVOCATE. 

It  is  not  liecause  they  are  wicked  by  nature,  annex  rewards  to  belief,  and  severe  penal-  . - 711 — - 

for  that  IS  both  false  and  pernicious  ;  but  ties  to  unbelief,  then  they  are  most  wicked  aaroN  B.  GROSH  Juoeiate  Editor. 

because,  to  serve  the  purpose  of  their  pre-  and  immoral,  because  they  annex  rewards  - ^ ^ - ’■ - ^ - 

tended  soul-savers,  they  have  been  careful-  and  punishments  to  what  is  involuntary,  and  Utica,  Saturday,  August  18, 1833. 
ly  taught  that  they  are  wicked  by  nature,  therefore,  neither  rewardable  nor  punisha-  L ETT  ^R~N  X I  ~ 

and  cannot  help  continuing  so.  It  would  ble.  It  appears,  then,  very  plainly,  unrea- 

have  been  impossible  fur  men  to  have  been  sonable  and  unjust  to  command  us  to  believe  lu  Ktv.  ss.  L.  AlltlN, 

both  religious  and  vicious,  had  religion  been  any  doctrine,  good  or  bad,  wise  or  unwise ;  V  First  Preslyterian  church  in  Vtiea. 

made  to  consist  wherein  alone  it  does  con-  but  when  men  command  us  to  believe  opin-  PRESBYTERIAN  INFALLlBILtTY. 

sist;  and  had  they  been  always  taught  that  ions,  which  not  only  have  no  tendency  to  Dear  Sir— After  having  pointed  out  so  mi- 
true  religion  is  the  practice  of  virtue  in  obe-  promote  virtue,  but  which  are  allowed  to  py  P“'P’‘ble  inconsistencies  and  ^ntradictioni 
dience  to  the  will  of  God,  who  presides  over  commute  or  atone  for  the  want  of  it,  then  1"  Presbyterian  Confession  of  Faith,  it  hard- 
all  things  and  will  finally  make  every  man  are  they  arrived  at  the  utmost  pitch  of  im-  that  {^omeVs'ion 

happy  who  does  his  duty.  piety,  then  is  their  iniquity  full ;  then  have  tual  ivfalUbility,  in  the  most  glaring  terms,  by 

This  single  opinion  in  religion,  that  all ;  they  iinished  the  misery,  and  completed  the  your  church,  accompanied  also  with  the  modest 
things  are  so  well  made  by  the  Deity,  that  j  destruction  of  poor  mortal  man  ;  by  betray-  and  wary  declaration,  that  “all  Synods  or  Coun¬ 
virtue  is  its  own  reward,  and  that  happiness  J  ing  the  interest  of  virtue,  they  have  under-  cils  since  the  apostles’  times,  whether  general 
will  ever  arise  from  acting  according  to  the  '  mined  and  sapped  the  foundation  of  all  hu-  or  particular,  may  err,  and  many  have  erred; 
reason  of  things,  or  that  God,  ever  wise  !  man  happiness  ;  and  how  treacherously  and  therefore  they  are  not  to  bo  made  the  rule  of 
and  good,  will  provide  some  extraordinary  j  dreadfully  have  they  betrayed  it !  A  gift,  practice,  but  to  be  used  as  a  help  in 

happiness  for  those  who  sufler  for  virtue’s  well  applied,  the  chattering  of  some  unin-  both.”  Confession  ch.  xxxi:  sec.  3. 
sake,  is  enough  to  support  a  man  under  all  j  telligihle  sounds  called  creeds;  an  iinfeign-  The  above  declaration  was,  no  doubt,  very 
difficulties,  to  keep  him  steady  to  his  duty,  j  ed  assent  and  consent  to  whatever  the  church  inserte  ,  as  i  wi  naturally  tend  to  al¬ 

and  to  enable  him  to  stand  as  firm  as  a  rock,  enjoins ;  religious  worship  and  consecrated  p/rsuaKm  of  the  meekness  of  your  sect  snd 
amidst  all  the  charms  of  applause,  profit,  feasts  ;  rejjenting  on  a  death  bed  ;  pardons  {he  preat  modesty  of  your  prelensions ;  while, 
and  honor.  But  this  religion  of  reason  rightly  sued  out ;  and  absolution  authorita-  „t  the  same  time,  the  assumption  of  virtual  in- 
whichall  men  are  capable  of,  has  been  neg-  tively  given,  have  done  more  towards  ma-  fallibility,  or  tAe;;oicerr/rerlain/ydearfin^ri^A/, 
lected  and  condemned,  and  another  set  up,  j  king  and  continuing  men  vicious,  than  all  in  all  cases,  by  the  officers  of  your  church,  con- 
the  natural  consequences  of  which  have  i  the  natural  passions  and  infidelity  put  to-  tained  in  another  chapter  of  your  Confession, 
puzzled  men’s understandings,nnd  debauch- i  gctlier  ;  for  infidelity  can  only  take  away  will,  on  the  other  hand,  give  a  peculiar 
ed  their  morals,  more  than  all  the  lewd  po-  i  the  supernatural  rewards  of  virtue,  but  these  gTace  to  all  your  decisions  and  exenmmuni- 
ets  and  Atheistical  philosophers  that  ever  superstitious  bpinions  and  practices  have  not  a  grace  and  dignity  equal,  if  not  supe- 

infested  the  world;  for  instead  of  being  only  turned  the  scene,  and  made  men  lose  n  bull  of  excom^mcationfroinHi* 

taught  that  religion  consists  in  actiom  or  j  sight  of  the  natural  rewards  of  it,  but  have  “^h^ve  dtogS^^^^^^ 
obedience  to  the  eternal  moral  law  of  God,  induced  them  to  think  that  were  there  no  You  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and  im- 

we  have  been  most  gravely  and  venerably  I  hereafter,  vice  would  be  preferable  to  vir-  munities  of  iofulUbiltty,  without  the  absurdity, 
told,  that  it  consists  in  the  belief  of  certain  j  tue,  and  that  they  increase  in  happiness  as  go  many  words,  of  laying  claim  to  it,  or  the 
opinions  which  we  could  form  no  idea  of.  they  increase  in  wickedness;  and  in  this  trouble  and  difticulty  of  defending  it.  Itieper- 
or  which  had  no  tendency  to  make  us  either  !  they  have  been  taught  in  several  religious  haps  as  greata  privilegeto  beoficoysm  lAengAt, 
wiser  or  better,  or  which  is  much  worse,  i  discourses  and  sermons,  delivered  hymen  without  claiming  tn/aUi/ritoy,  as  to  he  always  in 
had  a  manifest  tendency  to  make  us  wicked  j  whose  authority  was  never  doubted,  par-  the  wrong,  iciiA  it :  and  that  while  the  church 
and  immoral.  And  this  belief,  this  impious  I  ticularly  by  a  late  Rev.  prelate.  I  mean  of  Rome  has  a  right  to  maintain  that  it  ea«iuij 
belief,  arising  from  imposition  on  one  side,  ;  Bishop  Atterbury,  in  his  sermon  on  these  modesty  and  equa 

and  from  want  of  examinatioii  on  the  other,  !  words,  “  If  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope,  •■»mrm  t  a  i  neccr  oes. 

has  been  called  by  the  sacred  name  of  re-  then  we  are  of  all  men  most  miserable,”  prerogaiive;  but  few  of 

ligion,  whereas  real  and  genuine  religion  I  where  vice  and  faith  ride  most  triumphantly  ,hem  have,  however,  asserted  it  in  as  broad  and 
consists  in  knowledge  and  obedience.  We  j  together.  But  these  doctrines  of  the  Ratiiral  confident  terms  as  yours.  In  the  30th  chapter 
know  there  is  a  God,  and  we  know  his  I  excellency  of  vice,  the  efficacy  of  a  right  of  your  Confession,  we  have  the  following 
will — that  we  should  do  all  the  good  we  '  belief,  the  dignity  of  atonements  and  propi-  elaration : — 
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The  Lord  Jesui,  aa  king  and  head  of  his 
church,  hath  therein  appointed  a  government 
in  the  hands  of  church  officers,  distinct  from 
the  civil  magistrate.  To  these  officers  the  keys 
tff  the  kiAgdom  of  heaven  are  committed,  by  vir¬ 
tue  whereof  they  have  power  to  retain  and  remit 
sins,  to  shut  that  kingdom  against  the  impenitent, 
both  by  the  word  and  censures;  and  to  open  it 
unto  penitent  sinners,  by  the  ministry  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  and  by  absolution  from  censures,  as  occa¬ 
sion  shall  require.” 

If,  by  the  phrase,  “kingdom  of  heaven,”  in 
the  above  article,  were  meant  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  that  only,  there  could  be  no  just 
ground  of  complaint,  nor  could  any  rensonattle 
person  charge  you  or  the  framers  of  it  with  any 
undue  assumption  of  power.  But  by  all  Pres¬ 
byterian  preachers  whom  I  have  ever  heard 
speak  on  the  subject,  and  all  those  whose  wri¬ 
tings  I  have  ever  read,  the  phrase  is  used  to  de¬ 
signate  the  kingdom  of  glory  in  the  spiritual 
and  eternal  world ;  althuug|i  this  is  by  no  means 
its  usual  acceptation  in  the  New  Testament. — 
Understanding,  therefore,  the  phrase,  “king¬ 
dom  of  heaven,”  in  the  sense  usually  given  to 
it  by  Presbyterians,  i.  e.  as  signifying  the  king¬ 
dom  of  glory  in  the  eternal  world,  1  would  se¬ 
riously  and  respectfully  ask,  whether  the  Pope 
of  Rome  ever  claimed  any  higher  authority  or 
greater  power  over  the  souls  and  eternal  desti¬ 
nies  of  men,  or  virtually  any  greater  iiifullihility 
in  his  decisions,  than  the  above  extract  from 
your  Confession  allows  the  officers  of  your 
church  to  be  invested  with  7 

That  your  church  have  claimed  the  high  pre¬ 
rogative  of  deciding  not  only  the  eternal  destiny 
of  souls  in  the  future  world,  with  infallible  and 
unalterable  certainty,  but  also  of  deciding  what 
punishment  should  be  inflicted  on  the  body,  in 
time,  and  have  been  disposed  (contrary  tu  the 
tenor  of  the  first  part  of  the  above  quotation)  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  the  “civil  mag’strate”  to  en¬ 
force  their  penalties,  is  also  abundantly  evident, 
from  the  conduct  of  John  Calvin  to  the  innocent 
Michael  Servetus;  the  persecutions  carried  on 
against  reputed  heretics,  in  England,  by  Pres¬ 
byterians,  in  the  time  of  Cromwell ;  the  hang¬ 
ing  of  Quakers  and  witches,  and  the  banishing 
of  Baptists,  in  this  country  ;  ns  also  by  numer¬ 
ous  other  equally  convincing  and  demonstrative 
evidences  that  might  be  named.  And  even  to 
make  infaUible  Papists  feel  the  infallible  author¬ 
ity  and  power  of  Presbyterianism,  your  pious 
predecessors  enacted  laws  justifying  and  requi¬ 
ring  the  seizure  of  Catholic  Priests  “  without  a 
warrant,’’  forbidding  their  residence  in  the 
“  land  of  steady  habits,”  and  requiring  them  to 
be  “  banished  and  to  suffer  death  on  their  re¬ 
turn.”  •  It  is  true  that  these  civil  and  corporeal 
penalties  have,  from  necessity,  been  dispensed 
with  by  your  church,  since  the  adoption  of  oiir 
Constitution  and  republican  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  And  in  your  present  Confession  you 
say,  that  ‘‘  God  alone  is  Lord  of  the  conscience,” 
and  that  ecclesiastical  “  assemblies  ought  not  to 
possess  any  civil  jurisdiction,  nor  to  inflict  any 
civil  penalties.”  These  declarations,  however, 
appear  (considering  what  your  predecessors 
did  when  they  had  the  power)  to  have  been 
made  more  from  necessity  than  choice.  And 
that  the  officers  of  the  Presbyterian  church  have 
claimed,  and  still  do  claim,  to  be  lords  of  the 
conscience,  the  above  declaration  to  the  con¬ 
trary  notwithstanding,  is  obvious  from  the  fact, 
that  many  virtuous  and  conscientious  Christians 
have  been  excommunicated  from  their  fellow- 
•liip,  and  sentenced  by  them  “  to  the  pains  of 
bell  forever” — have  been  excommunicated,  not 
for  thMe  offences  for  which  Christ  commanded 
the  primitive  disciples  to  withdraw  fellowship 


from  their  members,  not  for  heinous  and  scan¬ 
dalous  sins,  not  for  immoral  conduct,  not  for  a 
disbelief  of  the  Gospel,  but  because  they  believed 
precisely  what  the  Gospelasserts,  that  JesusChrist 
is  the  Sonef  God,  (instead  of  being  the  God  of 
whom  he  is  the  Son,)  and  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  (instead  of  being  the  iSaviour  only  of  an 
elect  number  out  of  the  world,) — because  they 
I  believed  “  the  Lord  is  go<jd  tu  all,  and  his  ten¬ 
der  mercies  are  over  all  his  works,”  and  that 
he  “  will  not  cast  off  forever.’’  Scores,  nay 
hundreds,  of  examples  may  be  adduced,  of  the 
most  exemplary  and  pious  members  of  your 
churches  being  excluded  froin  fellowship,  flir 
no  other  reason  than  that  they  believed  in  “the 
restitution  of  all  things,  which  God  hath  spo¬ 
ken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since 
the  world  began.”  Aetsiii:  21. 

These  things  clearly  show  that  the  officers  of 
your  church  consider  themselves  infallible  judg¬ 
es  of  truth  and  error,  right  and  wrung,  and  that 
too,  independently  of  the  word  of  God,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fundamental  principle  of  Protestant¬ 
ism,  that  “  the  Bible,the  Bible  only, is  the  creed, 
and  contains  the  religion  of  Protestants.”  For  ' 
those  individuals  excommunicated,  stood  ready 
to  prove  the  doctrines  they  had  embraced  by  the 
Bible,  and  that  alone.  But  no;  this  was  not 
good  authority — the  Confession  of  Faith  ofyour 
church  must  be  the  standard  by  which  tu  try 
them  ;  and  if  they  came  nut  up  to  that  human 
production,  though  ever  so  devout,  exemplary, 
and  sincere  believers  of  the  Gospel,  tliey  must 
receive  the  sentence  of  excommunication,  and 
then  bo  told  that  those  who  pronounce  it,  have 
‘•the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  by  virtue 
whereof  they  have  power  to  retain  and  remit 
sins,  to  shut  that  kingdom  against  the  impeni¬ 
tent,  and  open  it  unto  the  penitent,'’  &c. — vir¬ 
tually  telling  ilieiii  they  must  repent  of  having 
believed  what  conscience  and  the  Bible  tell 
them  is  true,  before  they  can  have  the  use  of 
your  key  by  which  to  open  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven  that  is  now  shut  against  them  ! 

How  these  things  appear  to  you  and  others, 

I  cannot  say ;  but  they  appear  to  me  as  the  cli¬ 
max  of  absurdity,  and  worthy  only  of  the  dark¬ 
est  ages  of  Popery,  and  minds  as  dark  with 
bigotry  as  they.  They  are  at  war  with  reason 
and  Scripture,  and  directly  opjjosed  to  other 
declarations  contained  in  your  Confession.  In 
the  “  Form  of  Government”  of  your  church, 
chap,  i:  ‘‘Preliminary  Principles,”  you  say, 

“  God  alone  is  Lord  of  the  conscience ;  and 
hath  left  it  free  from  tho  doctrine  and  command¬ 
ments  of  men,  which  are  in  any  thing  contra¬ 
ry  to  his  word,  or  Ireside  it  in  matters  of  faith 
or  worship :  therefore  they  consider  the  rights 
of  private  judgment,  in  all  matters  that  respect 
religion, as  universal  and  unalienahle” — “  That 
all  church  power,  whether  exercised  by  the  body 
in  general,  or  in  the  way  of  representation  by 
delegated  authority,  is  only  ministerial  and  de¬ 
clarative;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  are  the  only  rule  of  fiiith  and  manners , 
jhal  no  church  judicatory  ought  to  pretend  to 
make  laws  to  hind  the  conscience  in  virtue  of 
their  own  authority ;  and  that  all  their  decisions 
should  be  founded  on  the  revealed  will  ofGod.” 
But  sir,  what  is  “the  revealed  will  of  Grxl,” 
on  which  all  decisions  are  founded  7”  St.  Paul 
saj's,  “God  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  1 
to  come  unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.”  1 
Tim.  ii.  4.  But  the  moment  any  one  in  your 
church  presumes  to  believe  this  testimony  of  in¬ 
spiration,  that  moment  you  pronounce  him  a 
heretic,  and  exclude  him  from  the  fellowship  of 
your  church.  Is  this  founding  your  decisions 
on  the  word  of  God  7  Is  it  not,  rather,  setting 
that  at  defiance,  and  establishing  a  standard  sep¬ 


arate  from  and  in  opposition  to  it  7  And  where, 
in  such  proceedings,  is  the  evidence  that  you 
consider”  God  alone  as  Lord  of  the  conscience” 
—that  he  hath  left  it  free  from  the  doctrine  and 
commandments  of  men — and  that  *  the  rights  of 
private  judgment  in  all  matters  that  respect  re¬ 
ligion  are  universal  and  unalienable!”  There 
is  none;  and  it  is  mockery  to  pretend  that  you 
respect  the  rights  cf  private  judgment,”  and 
are  willing  tho  “conscience”  should  be  “left 
free  from  the  doctrine  and  commandments  of 
men.”  The  officers  of  your  church  claim  to  be 
the  keepers  and  lords  of  the  consciences  of  all 
that  come  within  its  pale,  and  to  decide  on  the 
eternal  destinies  of  any  of  their  members  who 
may  chance  to  dissent,  not  from  the  Bible,  but 
from  the  doctrine  and  commandments  of  men — 
to  decide  against  them,  pronouncing  them  “  ex¬ 
cluded  from  tho  kingdom  of  Heaven,”  with 
the  vain  and  presumptuous  expectation  that 
God  will  sanction  their  decision,  and  “  bind  in 
Heaven  ”  what  they  have  “bound  on  earth.” 

Is  it  reasonable  to  conclude,  because  the  Sa¬ 
viour  promised  the  Divine  guidance  and  sanc¬ 
tion  to  the  .Apostles  in  all  their  public  ministry 
in  the  Church  (Matt,  xvi,  19,  and  xviii,  18, 
John  XX,  23)  that,  therefore,  the  officers  of 
your  church  in  this  remote  age,  with  so  much 
frailty  and  sinfulness  about  them,  and  so  many 
dissentions  among  themselves,  have  the  same 
infallibility,  and  can  be  as  sure  of  the  sanction 
of  Heaven  as  the  Apostles!  Was  not  the  Apos¬ 
tolic  age,  the  age  of  miracles!  Were  not  the 
Apostles  inspired  and  endued  with  the  power 
of  healing  the  sick,  casting  out  demons,  Ac.  7 
and  was  not  the  Holy  Spirit  with  them,  agreea¬ 
bly  to  the  promise  of  Christ,  to  lead  and  guide 
them  into  all  truth,  tu  teach  them  at  all  times 
what  to  say,  to  bring  to  their  remembrance  all 
things,  to  assist  them  in  all  their  ministry,  and 
to  be  with  them  “always,  even  to  the  end  of 
the  age  7”  And  if  they  were  inspired  and  gui¬ 
ded  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  things,  of  course. 
Heaven  approved  and  sanctioned  all  they  said 
and  did.  But  with  the  completion  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  the  age  of  the  Apostles,  ended  the 
days  of  miracles  and  of  extraordinary  inspira¬ 
tion.  Nor  was  it  necessary  they  should  con¬ 
tinue  longer.  For  the  purpose  of  God,  for 
which  they  were  given  was  answered  ;  and  in 
all  subsequent  ages  of  the  church,  the  in¬ 
fallible  doings  of  the  .Apostles,  being  guided 
by  the  spirit  of  God,  and  the  infiillible  rules 
they  have  left  us,  of  truth  and  duty,  are  suf¬ 
ficient,  without  frail,  sinful  and  uninspired 
mortals  ol  the  present  age  pretending  to  give 
infidlihle  decisions  of  the  eternal  destinies  of 
their  fellow  beings,  or  setting  up  any  other  stan¬ 
dard  of  faith,  aside  from  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

lu  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say.  Rev.  Sir, 
that  until  the  present  unhappy  difficulties  and 
divisions  in  your  church,  both  about  doctrines 
and  practices,  be  healed,  and  its  officers  and 
Doctors  of  Divinity  be  agreed  among  them¬ 
selves,  what,  on  the  one  hand  is  truth  and  du¬ 
ty,  and  on  the  other  hand,  error  and  sin,  it  will 
appear  much  more  modest  and  becoming  to  dis¬ 
card  all  pretensions  to  infallibility,  either  in 
doctrine  or  practice.  It  will  be  indicative  of 
much  more  meekness  and  humility,  and  even 
more  of  the  Christian  temper,  to  allow  that 
high  Heaven  alone  can  nghtly  judge  of  the 
hearts,  and  determine  the  eternal  destinies  of 
men — and  that  since  the  days  of  inspiration  and 
miracles  have  ceased,  “there  may  be  so  much 
infirmity  and  indiscretion  and  wickedness  of 
man,”  in  establishing  other  confessions  of  faith, 
and  other  rules  for  trying  heretics,  than  those 
I  laid  down  in  the  Bible,  “  as  to  render  the  gen- 
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«ral  evils  which  flow  from  this  infirmity,  indis* 
cretion  and  wickedness  of  man,  greater  than 
the  local  and  temporary  advantages”  resulting 
from  the  excommunication  of  heretics. 

Very  respectfully  yours  D-  S. 

OBJECTIONS  TO  THE  BIBLE. - No.  I. 

At  the  request  of  a  fricn«l,  we  shall,  under  this 
head,  notice  and  answer  a  few  ohjectiuus  against 
the  Scripture.s,  made  to  him  by  a  skeptic.  We 
prcsentthem  in  the  language  of  the  objector  him¬ 
self— omitting,  however,  several  c.vpressions  of 
abuse  or  contempt,  which  are  calculated  only  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  the  devout  believer — to 
■hock  every  sense  of  propriety,  and  display  the 
bigotry  and  illiberality  of  their  writer.  Where 
necessary  to  his  argument,  we  have  retained 
them,  and  then  only  because  they  teere  neces- 
ury. 

Prefatory. — I  proceed,  first,  to  state 
my  objections — and  second,  to  show  some 
of  the  testimony  to  substantiate  it. 

That,  in  such  a  mass  of  nonsense  as  this 
book  contains,  there  might  probably  be 
found  some  historical  facts,  I  admit ;  but, 
sir,  this  is  no  proof  of  its  divine  origin. — 
And  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that 
the  objection  I  make  to  the  book  as  a  reve¬ 
lation  from  God,  is,  that  its  supposed  divine 
authenticity  is  a  thing  nut  susceptible  of  the 
least  shadow  of  proof.  As  to  its  inspiration 
orinstruction,  it  is  strikingly  inferior  to  many 
other  books,  whose  authority  would  despise 
the  idea  of  any  claim  to  divitie  inspiration  ; 
and  to  ascribe  the  authorship  of  this  book  to 
God  Almighty,  it  borders  hard  upon  blas¬ 
phemy.  Hut  being  confident  that  you  will 
not  contend  that  any  thing  false  or  contra¬ 
dictory  can  proceed  from  God,  I  shall,  from 
the  great  abundance,  mention  a  few  passa¬ 
ges,  to  show  the  inconsistency  of  this  pre- 
tendedly  God’s  book.  W.  A. 

REPLY. 

The  historical  parts  of  the  Bible  have  been  as 
generally  admitted  true,  by  all  people,  as  any 
collection  of  facts  whatever — to  deny  (we  will 
not  say  any  of  them,  but)  their  general  testimo¬ 
ny,  is  to  reject  all  history  wherewith  the  Jew’s 
are  in  anywise  connected.  And  so  far  as  truth 
is  of  divine  origin,  so  far,  at  least,  their  truth 
would  aid  in  proving  the  divine  origin  of  tlie 
book  containing  them. 

The  “supposed  divine  authenticity”  of  the 
Bible  has  been  attacked  and,  we  believe,  suc- 
eessfuUy  defended  by  abler  men — men  of  more 
research  and  ability — than  “  W.  A.”  or  ourself. 
As  it  is  a  copious  subject,  and  nut  touched  by 
“  W.A.”  save  by  mere  empty  assertion,  we  con¬ 
fidently  refer  our  readers  to  the  many  works  al¬ 
ready  extant  upon  it,  and  leave  it  A  few  gene¬ 
ral  remarks,  necessary  to  the  understanding  of 
this  and  future  numbers,  and  we  close  our  re¬ 
ply  to  the  prefatory  remarks  of  ‘‘  W.  .4.”  We 
use  the  language  of  another,  expressing  our  sen¬ 
timents  however. 

“  •  W.  A.,’  seems  to  fake  it  for  granted, 
that  every  thing  contained  in  the  Bible  is, 
by  Christians,  considered  a  revelation  from 


God.  This  he  ought  to  know,  if  he  does 
not,  is  not  contended  for.  He  also  evi¬ 
dently  infers,  that  Christians  suppose  the 
Bible  has  been  transmitted  to  them,  free 
from  all  contamination.  This  would  be  to 
suppose,  that  every  transcriber,  copier  and 
|)rinter  were  successively  inspired,  so  that 
no  jot  or  tittle  had  been  inserted,  or  altered 
from  the  original  text.  A  very  little  labor 
would  have  satisfied  him,  that  the  reverse 
of  nil  this  is  true — that  the  greatest  pains 
have  been  taken  by  believers  in  revelation, 
to  compare  diflTerent  copies,  and  to  correct 
the  palpable  errors  of  transcribers. 

"The  result  of  these  labors,  has  been  the 
proudest  triumph  of  learned  criticism — the 
fullest  proof  that  the  general  doctrines  of 
the  Bible,  are  no  ways  affected  by  the  par¬ 
tial,  and  comparatively  trifling  verbal  dis¬ 
crepancies  it  contains.  So  far  from  this, 
that  even  the  public  English  version  con¬ 
tains  nothing  that  claims  to  be  a  revelation 
from  G(hI,  that  is  unworthy  of  him.  It  is 
(the  assertion  to  the  contrary,  notwithstatid- 
ing)  infinitely  above  any  other  composition 
of  antiquity,  as  to  the  style,  the  matter,  and 
the  morality  of  its  precepts.  If  any  one 
doubt  this,  let  him  compare  the  Scripture 
account  of  the  character,  attributes,  and 
worship  of  God,  with  the  notions  entertain¬ 
ed  of  the  Heathen  deities,  and  the  descrip¬ 
tions  of  the  worship  and  service  rendered  to 
them,  and  he  will  wonder  at  the  weakness' 
of  philo.sophy.aud  at  the  impudence  of  those 
modern  skeptics  who  affect  contempt  for  the 
Bible. 

Objpxtio.n. — E.vodus  xxiv  :  9,  10,  we 
are  told  that  seventy-four  men  saw  God  at 
one  time  ;  but  xxxiii  :  20,  we  are  told  that 
no  man  should  .see  God  and  live.  In  Gen. 
xxxii :  30,  we  are  told  that  Jacob  saw  God 
face  to  face,  and  his  life  was  preserved  ;  in 
I  John  iv  :  12,  we  are  told  that  no  man  hath 
atany  time  seen  God.  Now,  sir,  out  of  these 
four  contradictory  verses,  as  many  as  two 
must  be  absolutely  false,  and  consequently 
not  the  word  of  God.  W.A. 

The  strong  figurative  language  of  the  Bible 
would  create  no  difliculty,  even  in  skeptical 
minds,  were  the  same  allowances  made  for  it 
there,  that  are  made  for  it  elsewhere.  When 
we  hear  a  person  say  “  the  Aand of  Providence,” 
“the  rye  of  Omniscience,”  &c.  wo  readily  un¬ 
derstand  the  meaning,  and  would  blush  at  the 
illiberality  that  w’ould  insist  on  its  literal  mean¬ 
ing  as  the  real  one.  The  Hebrew  is  not  a  phi~ 
losophical  language,  but  a  primitire  one,  which 
could  only  express  ideas  concerning  objects  n»t 
distinctly  conceived  by  the  human  mind,  by 
words  taken  from,  or  commonly  applied  to  ma¬ 
terial  and  natural  objects,  perceptible  to  the  out¬ 
ward  senses.  Hence  he  slanders  the  Hebrews, 
who  affirms  that  they  actually  believed  the  Dei¬ 
ty  to  have  a  body  furnished  wilh/cct,  hands,  face, 
and  the  other  parts  and  members  of  a  human 
body.  Fur  though  they  applied  these  images 
to  God,  they  no  more  believed  in  their  literal 
reality,  than  they  believed  God  to  be  a  tree,  a 
rock,  or  a  great  fowl  with  feathers  and  icings. 


when  they  ipoke  of  him  under  these  latter  ima¬ 
ges.  Under  this  liberal  and  rational  view, 
the  passages  cited  contain  no  contradiction.— 
The  first  class,  embracing  every  passage  which 
speaks  of  seeing  God,  his  hands,  face,  &c.,  is 
figuratieely  true — i.  e.  is  true  according  to  the 
meaning  intended  by  the  use  of  the  figure;  and 
the  second  cla.ss,  embracing  every  passage  which 
speaks  of  the  infinity,  invisibility  and  indivisi¬ 
bility  of  Jehovah,  is  literally  true.  When  “  W. 
A.,”  speaking  figuratively,  says  the  Bible  “docs 
not  throw  the  least  ray  of  light  on  any  of  the  arts 
and  sciences,”  we  presume  he  wishes  not  to  be 
understood  literally,  but  figuratively — Ibr  the  Bi¬ 
ble  is  not  a  living  actor — nor  is  it  the  source  of 
(natural)  light. 

Wi.shing  to  be  clearly  understood,  and  as  sat¬ 
isfactory  as  possible  in  our  answer,  we  have 
made  the  foregoing  general  remarks.  But  as 
far  as  the  mere  objectionable  passages  are  con¬ 
cerned,  we  deem  the  following,  from  the  pen  of 
another,  perfectly  satisfactory  to  our  mind.  G. 

“  Ex.  xxiv  :  9,  10  is  not  expressly  a  con¬ 
tradiction  of  xxxiii :  20.  For,  though  it  is 
said  in  the  former  of  these  passages,  that 
they  ‘saw  God,’  it  is  plain  they  saw  no 
more  than  Moses  did  in  the  latter  instance— 
that  is,  his  glory.  But  the  face  nr  counte¬ 
nance  of  God,  was  not  seen  by  either.  Nor 
will  the  statement  of  Jacob,  Gen.  xxxiii : 
30,  that  he  had  *  seen  God  face  to  face,’ 
militate  against  this  remark.  Because  we 
are  expressly  told  in  the  24th  verse  of  the 
same  chapter,  that  it  was  a  man.  that  is,  an 
angel,  or  messenger  of  God.  Several  in¬ 
stances  occur,  in  which  the  messenger  of 
God,  is  spoken  of.  or  addressed  by  the  ti¬ 
tles  appertaining  to  the  deity.  Thus  in 
Gen.  xviii,  Abraham  appropriated  the  word 
Lord — that  is,  Jehovah,  to  one  of  the  mes¬ 
sengers  sent  to  de.stroy  Sodom,  while  three 
men  only  were  entertained  by  that  Patri¬ 
arch.  And  it  was  one  of  these,  whom  he 
was  addressing.  So  again,  when  Philip 
desired  to  see  the  Father,  that  is,  God,  Je¬ 
sus  replied — *  he  that  hath  seen  me,  hath 
seen  the  Father.’ 

”  The  utmost  then,  that  is  implied  where 
it  is  said  they  saw  God,  is,  that  the  good¬ 
ness,  the  glory,  or  the  angel  of  God,  was 
visible.  But  to  sec  as  one  man  sees  anoth¬ 
er.  the  great  Being  who  fills  the  universe,  is 
impossible,  and  is  therefore,  expressed  with 
great  propriety  by  John  iv  :  12 — •  No  man 
hath  seen  God  at  any  time.’  ’’ 

CALVINI8TIC  CONSISTENCY. 

The  Rev.  E.  W.  Gilbert,  of  Wilmington, 
Del.,  in  describing  the  wonderful  success  of  a 
Presbyterian  protracted  meeting  lately  held  in 
that  place  and  conducted  by  Mr.  Finney  and 
Mr.  Parker,  of  New-York,  and  Dr.  Skinner,  of 
Philadelphia,  holdsthe  following  significant  and 
consistent  language,  to  Dr.  Ely.  See  Philadel¬ 
phian  of  July  19. 

”  As  to  the  doctrines  which  God  has  thus 
owned  and  blessed,  they  were  the  *  doctrines 
of  grace,’  as  usually  preached  by  Calvinists  ; 
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all  fainted,  however,  with  the  practicabili¬ 
ty  and  duty  of  immediate  repentance  ? — 
Without  atetruse  philosophising,  the  idea 
was  made  prominent,  that  religion  is  from 
the  beginninng  a  voluntary  exercise;  that 
God,  having  prepareed  the  way,  and  pre¬ 
sented  motives,  now  toaits  for  the  sinner  to 

act _ to  decide-— to  choose  whether  he  will 

obey  the  truth  or  not ;  that  until  he  thus  acts, 
he  can  have  no  liope  ;  and  witliout  his  own 
efforts  can  never  be  saved.” 

What  beauty,  sublimity,  consistency  and  har¬ 
mony  are  united  and  blended  in  the  above  pre¬ 
cious  morceaul  The  “doctrines  of  grace,”  as 
usually  preached  by  Calvinists — the  Jire  points 
of  which,  are,  particular  election  and  reproba¬ 
tion,  efliacious  redemption  ofthe  elect  only,  total 
depravity,  effectual  calling  ofthe  elect,  and  cer¬ 
tain  and  final  perseverance  of  the  saints — “  all 
pointed  however”  [query  :  are  there  as  many 
heads  ns  points  f]  “  with  the  practicability  and 
duty  of  immediate  repentance.”  The  idea  must 
be  made  very  “  prominent,  that  religion  is  from 
its  beginning  a  voluntary  exercise,”  taking  into 
view  also,  at  the  same  time  the  fact  that  all  men 
are  “  utterly  indisposed,  disabled  and  made  op¬ 
posite  to  all  that  is  spiritually  good,  and  wholly 
inclined  to  all  evil,  and  that  continually.” — 
“  God  having  prepared  the  way  and  presented 
motives,  now  waits  for  the  sinner  to  act — to  de¬ 
cide — to  choose  whether  he  will  obey  the  truth 
or  not  1”  And  pray  tell  us  how  long  God  (  who 
according  to  your  catechism,  “hath  from  all 
eiernUj,  for  bio  orvii  gluijr,  unchu ugeuoty  fore¬ 
ordained  whatsoever  comes  to  pass,”  )  will  "wait 
for  the  sinners  to  act — to  choose,”  &c.  T  How 
long  before  he  will  make  up  his  mind  whether 
to  save  or  damn  the  sinner  f  And  suppose  the 
sinner,  whom  God  had  “  from  all  eternity,  fore¬ 
ordained  to  everlasting  death,”  should  “  act” — 
“decide” — and  “cho»)se”  to  go  to  heaven— 
would  God  send  him  there  contrary  to  his  eter¬ 
nal  decree  of  reprobation  ?  and  that  too,  when, 
for  him  no  Saviour  died,  no  atonement  was 
made,  and  no  means  provided  for  his  salvation  I 
Suppose  one  who  was,  from  all  eternity,  “  pre¬ 
destinated  to  everlasting  life,”  should  nOt  “act” 
or  “  decide,”  or  should  “  choose”  not  to  repent, 
and  not  “  to  obey  the  truth” — what  then — 
would  God  save  him,  notwithstanding?  or 
would  he  send  him  to  hell  at  last,  contrary  to 

his  eternal  decree  of  election  ?  “  God . now 

waits  for  sinners  to  act,”  &c.  1  Dues  he  tvait 
to  knuw  what  he  himself  decreed  from  all  eterni¬ 
ty  “  without  any  foresight  of  faith  or  good 
works,  or  any  other  thing  in  the  creature  as 
conditions  or  causes  moving  him  thereunto”? 
Or  docsheicott  to  know  and  determine  wheth¬ 
er  that  decree  was  right  or  not?  And  in  case 
he  finds  it  wrong,  will  he  alter  and  correct  it  ? 

Will  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gilbert,  or  Dr.  Ely,  have 
the  goodness  to  answer  these  questions  ?  S. 

An  inspired  prophet  declares,  “the  Lord 
will  not  cast  off  forever.”  Who  are  they  that 
contradict  him,  and  declare  that  be  will? 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

M.  S.  of  Springfield,  O.  is  informed,  that  2 
Thess.  iv,  17,  to  end,  is  variously  understood 
by  different  commentators.  It  is,  at  best,  too 
obscure  a  passage  to  build  a  doctrine  upon — and 
as  to  the  philosophical  questions  proposed,  we 
could  only  answer  them  with  conjectures — the 
Scriptures  being  silent  as  to  the  mode  of  our  ex¬ 
istence  in  the  resurrection  state. 

N.  B’s.  blank  verse  required  the  alterations 
made  to  entitle  it,  if  it  is  now  entitled,  to  that 
name.  He  should  have  paid  his  postage. 

£.  M.  of  Scottsville,  is  also  requested  to  pay 
his  postage,  and  when  communicating/acts  fur 
publication,  to  give  his  name.  Though  we  do 
not  publish  the  names  of  correspondents,  yet 
we  deem  it  proper  to  know  them,  that  they 
may  be  given  when  necessary — and  where  we 
are  not  personally  acquainted  w'ith  correspon¬ 
dents  communicating  important  facts,  we  wish 
fiir  references  also,  if  they  can  be  given,  to  some 
one  we  know.  We  do  not  wish  to  pursue  the 
fabulous  and  irresponsible  course  of  our  Partial- 
ist  brethren  in  such  cases. 

S.  M.  is  received.  One  of  the  Editors,  at 
least,  will  be  at  the  Cayuga  Association.  We 
cannot  afford  to  mail  single  Visitants  to  individ¬ 
ual  subscribers— let  some  one  person  be  named 
.as  agent  for  the  Comfiany  to  avhere  the  dozen 
or  more  may  be  directed.  G. 

NEW  PV11I.ICATION8. 

We  have  received  a  pamphlet  of  18  octavo 
pages,  containing  two  “sermons  on  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  universal  salvation,  by  Rev.  Otis  A. 
Skinner,  Pastor  of  the  First  Universalist  socie¬ 
ty  in  Dultimnre,  Md.”  The  first  we  present  to 
our  readers  in  this  day’s  paper;  and  of  its  me¬ 
rits  each  one  can  judge  for  himself  The  se¬ 
cond  is  entitled  “  Claims  of  Univcrsalism,’’  and 
founded  on  John  i;  46.  It  is  an  excellent  ser¬ 
mon,  setting  forth  the  momentous  importance  of 
the  subject  of  the  character  of  God,  and  the 
eternal  destiny  of  man,  and  the  high  claims  of 
Univcrsalism  to  a  serious  and  candid  investiga¬ 
tion  and  respectful  consideration. 

Also  “  An  Address,  delivered  just  previous 
to  the  raising  ofthe  new  Universalist  Meeting¬ 
house  at  Quincy,  Muss.,  July  16,  1832.”  By 
Rev.  William  Morse,  Pastor  ofthe  second  Con¬ 
gregational  society  in  Milton.”  It  is  a  chaste, 
devotional,  able  and  appropriate  address.  S. 

A.nothkr  Laborer. — Mr.  S.  Tuttle,  Esq.  of 
Fearing,  Washington  county,  Ohio,  formerly  an 
Episcopal  lay  reader,  and  a  County  Commis¬ 
sioner,  has  lately  commenced  preaching  the 
universal  grace  of  God,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
his  residence,  to  very  great  acceptance. 

Dedicatios. — The  Universalist  Meetinghouse 
lately  erected  in  Exeter,  N.  H.,  was  dedicated 
to  Divine  worship  on  Sunday  last.  .Sermon  by 
'  Rev,  T.  F.  King,  of  Portsmo;7tb. 


ASIATIC  CHOLERA. 

At  last  the  malignant  Cholera  has  made  its 
appearance  in  our  city.  On  Sunday  last,  the 
first  cases  occurred.  Up  to  the  13th  inst.,  at 
Meridi.m,  four  cases  had  been  reported,  all  of 
which  had  proved  fatal.  Philo  Rockwell,  Esq. 

was  temperate  and  careful  in  his  living _ bad 

made  arrangements  to  flee  the  city  on  the  first 
intimation  that  the  Cholera  was  here — but  he 
was  seized  too  suddenly,  and  in  9  hours  was  a 
corpse.  Miss  Clara  0:itrom,  sister  of  Gen.  J. 
H.  Ostrom,  was  suffering  under  the  common 
Cholera — by  an  injudicious  use  of  medicine, 
the  malignant  Cholera  was  induced.  Miss  Gai¬ 
ner,  daughter  of  Mr.  Win.  Gainer,  was  attack¬ 
ed  very  suddenly  without  any  previous  indispo¬ 
sition,  and  3fr.  Martin,  the  remaining  victim  of 
the  four,  was  rather  irregular  in  his  habits. 

Tuesday  noon. — Three  deaths  by  Cholera 
have  been  reported  since  yesterday— three  oth¬ 
er  cases,  convalescent,  are  also  reported.  Our 
paper  went  to  press  before  the  report  of  Wed¬ 
nesday  was  made  out.  G. 

THE  CONVERTED  PREACHER. 

E.  M.  of  Scottsville,  informs  Br.  Biddlecom 
of  Cazenovia,  that  no  Universalist  preacher  was 
present  at  the  protracted  meeting  at  Scottsville, 
and  consequently  such  a  conversion  as  related 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Gray,  the  Presbyterian,  could  not 
have  taken  place.  He  presumes  Mr.  Gray 
must  have  made  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  the 
place,  or  Br.  Biddlecom  must  have  misunder¬ 
stood  Mr.  Gray’s  statement.  He  concludes  by 
saying  that  “pcrh.ap8Mr.  Gray  can  think  of 
some  other  place  ”  where  such  a  conversion 
may  have  occurred.  “  Perhaps,”  and  orlt 
"perhaps.”  G. 

“OF  GOD.” 

This  phrase  is  frequently  used  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  denote  that  the  object  to  which  it  is  ap¬ 
plied  is  very  great— or  greater  than  ordinary  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  same  kind.  Hence  the  “  breath  or 
wind  of  God,’’  or,  as  it  is  rendered.  Genesis  i : 
2,  “  the  spirit  of  God,’’  is  rendered  by  some 
translators  “  a  great  or  vehement  wind.”  Gen¬ 
esis  vi :  2,  “Sons  of  God  ”  is  rendered,  (Ge¬ 
rard’s  Bib.  Crit.  478)  “of  the  great  men,” 

“  daughters  of  men,”  “meaner  persons.”  Thus 
also,  “city  of  God,”  “  river  of  God,”  may 
frequently  mean  “  a  great  city,”  “a  great  riv¬ 
er.”  G. 

I.vsTALLATio.v. — Rev.  Philemon  R.  Russell, 
late  Pastor  of  the  Restorationist  church  and  so¬ 
ciety  in  Winchester  and  Chesterfield,  N.  H., 
has  removed  to  Watertown,  Mass.,  and  was  to 
have  been  installed  over  the  Universalist  church 
and  society  in  the  latter  place,  on  the  16th  inst. 

Rev.  Lyman  Maynard,  late  of  Oxford,  Mass., 
has  removed  to  Winchester,  N.  H.,  to  supply 
I  the  place  in  the  society  vacated  by  Br.  Russell. 

'  S. 
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POETRY. 


[Far  Ike  Magatine  and  Adeoeaie.] 

THE  GOSPEL  MINISTER. 

Within  the  lioly  place  lie  meekly  Flood 
The  accredited  ambassador  of  God ; 

And  seemed  an  emanation  fruin  llie  throne 
or  love,  wliile  from  his  lips  in  accents  eweet 
As  angels  songs,  fell  the  kind  messages 
or  grace  to  gniHy  mnn. 

Well  versed  in  all  tlie  deep  and  varied  lore, 
Mysterioas  of  mind,  with  practised  step 
He  wandered  through  its  mazy  paths,  and  threw 
The  blazing  light  or  God's  own  truth  upon 
Its  wayward  rancies.  Tlie  truant  tlioughls  he  traced— 
The  specious  snbterruge  exposed— and  tore 
Tlie  mystic  veil  or  error  oH  which  long 
Its  powers  in  more  than  midnight  darkness  hid, 

With  artist’s  skill!  tlie  mat!  ef  triple  braet 
He  loosed,  unrolding  to  the  eye  or  day 
The  subtle  windings  or  tlie  human  heart. 

The  pure  and  warm  affection,  mennirring  from 
Its  rightrul  Lionl,  he  tracked,  and  showed  it  round 
Earth's  fleeting  toys  entwining  fkst— wasting 
On  tliem  those  rich  and  sacred  treasures,  which 
SImuld  be  garner’d  spin  heaven. 

With  soul  attuned  to  notes  or  heavenly  love. 

He  struck,  with  masterhand,  the  trembling  chords 
Which  thrilled  responsive  to  its  every  lone. 

And  passion’s  roonluins  were  at  once  unsealed. 

And  gently  flowed  obedient  to  his  song. 

He  spoke  ol'  lienven ! 

And  on  me  rell  the  symplionies  or  Paradise, 

Awaked  by  Gabriel’s  ever  lunerul  lyre — 

On  the  admiring  vision,  burst  tlie  dazzling  throne — 
The  angel  choir — tlie  tree  of  lire,  with  flowers 
Un  withered  by  lime’s  hand— the  rount  or  love — 
Wliereblissrul  spirits  bailie,  and  ever  drink 
Immortal  ruincss  in — the  fields  or  light, 

AVhere  Treed  from  sin  and  puin,deligliled  rove 
Tlirougli  Paradise  the  ratieomeil  heirs  oT  bliss. 
Btrkthire  Gynmaeinm,  A.  D.  1S3*I.  N.  B. 

INDIAN  LOGIC. 


Kobertsoa  took  the  light  to  show  him  the  wny.  Hume  Br.  D.  B.  BiddJecom  will  preach  at  Vermont-slreet, 
was  still  racing  the  door;  '  Oh,  Sir,’  said  he  to  Robert'  Livonia,  on  Thursday  evening,  September  I3th— it,  C<w 
son,  '  1  find  the  light  oT  nature  always  sufficient,’  and  nesos,  on  Friday  evening  14ili— in  Sparta,  on  Saturday 
continued,  ‘  pray,  don’t  trouble  yourselT,  Sir,’  and  so  lie  evening  ISlIi — in  Dunsvllie  village,  through  the  day  and 
bowed  on.  Tlie  street  door  was  openul,  and  presently  evening,  on  Sunday,  Ifltli — at  Conlioeton  Four  Comers, 
as  he  iKiwed  alnng  in  the  entry,  lie  stumliled  over  some-  on  Aloiiday  evening,  t7ih — at  GofPs  Mills,  in  Havana,  on 
tiling  concealed,  itnd  pitched  down  the  stairs  into  the  Tuesday  evening,  I81I1 — in  Jerusalem,  on  \\'e<ln>'sday 
street,  lioliertson  run  afler  him  with  a  light,  ami  us  he  evening,  lOlli — in  Milo,  on  Thursday  evening,  sihli-Hn 
lield  hover  liiiii,  whispered  solily  and  very  cunningly.  Pen  Yaii, on  Prklay  evening, Hist — in  Benton  or  Pen- 
'Von  had  belter  have  n  little  light  from  above,  friend  Van,  on  Siindny  tlie  H3d,  ns  the  friends  muy  appoint— in 
Hume.’  And  raising  him  up,  he  bid  him  good  niglit,  and  Italy,  on  .Monday  evening, 24tli  —in  lUidillesex,on  'Tues- 
rclurned  to  his  friends.  day  evening,  HSth  of  de|itember. 

....  ,  Z,  TT!  ^1  .  ei.  •  IFAirfoa.or  Oswego,  will  preach  at  Hannibal- 

A  letlerfrom  Moses  Hurl.siippiwd  InlcndanlorTrois  ville,oii  Mond;iy,rieplemlier3d— at  Weedsporl  on  Tom 
Riveres,  Lower  Ciinud.i  to  the  Heallli  Commissioners  day,4tli-aueiid  the  Cayuga  Association,  6lh  andfltli-^l 
or  Uosion,  dated  June  30.  was  coinmuiiiculod  by  the  Baklwiiisville,  on  FrKliiy,  7ll>— ol  IJverpool,  on  8^. 
Mayor.  Ii  was  us  Tollows: —  day,  81I1 — jil  Salina,  on  Siindny,  Otii — at  Itome,  on  Mon- 

“  ne  Creator  employe  eulpkur  to  purify  the  air.”  iliiy,  fUlli — at  FriinkTort.  on  Wednesday,  IHtli— at  Fort 
“Prcvenliveandcurelurihe  AsiulicCholeraMorbus.  Phiiii,  on  Tliursduy,  I3lli — and  at  Duiinesburg, on  Fri- 
“  Take  a  tcn-spoonrul  oT  sulphur  in  a  little  molasses,  day,  i4tli.  Our  friends  in  the  above  places  will  please 
three  times  a  week,  and  wear  brimstone.  nwike  their  own  orrungements  with  respect  to  the  hoar  of 

“  Uuriiiiig  brimstone,  in  the  0|iea  air,  will  destroy  the  assembling— taking  cure  not  to  fix  it  beTore  4  P.  M.  00 
Choleru.  week-days. 

“  When  ^person  is  altackcil,  drink  copiously  oT  warm  _  m.-i„  ...ai _ 1. .  .1.  .1.1  .  o  . 

ruin  water,  or  water  sulpliuruteil  with  the  acid,  or  iT nei-  i  "*  Cato,  on  the  iMrd  ^ndsy 

filer  are  nl  lmnd  warm  water  sweeh-ned  inst.,und at  Irn.nt  S P.  M.same day— at  Wokot,  Wayne 

“  By  this  simple  mode,  only  1  wo  deaths  occured  In  this  '*'**'!2 

town,  midwav  lietween  Quebec  and  Montre.-il,  wliere  f"' 1'^ w  Llbndge.oothe  second 

upwards  orsOoO  have  died,  by  taking  brandy  and  opium  '’“"‘‘“y  oepteiimer. 

instead  oT  brimstone.  A108KS)  H  AltX."  Br.  J.  Freeman  will  preach  al  Adams,  Jcflerson  coun- 

II  was  stated  in  the  Board,  that  Trois  Riveres  was  the  'Vi  00  the  second  Siinday  (9:h)  oTSepteniber — ol  Cham- 
only  place  between  .Montreal  and  Quebec  tliut  hud  escu-  pion,  on  Tuesday,  lltli,  ul  4  o’clock,  P.  M  — at  Carthage, 
ped  the  ravages  oTlIie  Clsdero.  It  has  3  or  41KH)  inhubi-  ot  Wednesday,  ul  4,  P.  M. — al  ly>wville,  on  Thmsday, 
tame.— C*ri»t.  Intetliffencer.  »•  4.  *  31— ul  Copenhagen,  on  the  third  Sunday,  (16lh,) 

'  .  morning  and  nfleriioon— at  Bellville.on  Monday,  at  4, 

AFABLE.  **■  Henderson,  on  Tuesilay,  at  4,  P.  M. 

A  eertnin  crab,  cast  npon  the  shore  by  Ihe  tide,  nnd 

eager  to  regain  its  native  element,  was  walking,  us  was  sT  *.>ai*  vv'llMn’ d* 

his  custom,  sideways  10 the  water’s  edge.  By  the  way,  E 

he  met  with  an  eel  in  the  same  predicament ;  but  lie,  like  "5,  E"  ocih  *1 

most  Ollier  peoiile, Iruvelleil  with  his  head  Toremosl.  “  1  ,^o  p'  \i**'!mli*  '^’****.*10^* 

do  not  see,  sir,”  said  the  eel.  ••  why  you  should  reTuse  to  ^ a®  nJl*- 

conrorm  to  tlie  customs  oT Ihe  world  and  tlie  habits  oTso-  rV  a  *  «  "'  ^*^"**1*0 

cicly,  llierelbre  I  will  thank  you  lo  turn  about  and  walk  Gf”!!  ul  3  P.  M.  28lh,  at  Oneida  Creek,  al  H 

like  other  people.”  The  crab  mainiaiiied  his  right  lo  *•  ”*• 

walk  as  he  pleased,  more  especially  as  it  was  the  only  Br.  Ortmh  will  preach  ot  Norwich  on  Ihe  fburlh  Son- 
way  he  could  walk.  The  eel  iiersisied.  A  quarrel  en-  day  Insi.,  and  will  lecture  at  5  P.  M.  at  the  sclioolhousa 
sued  ;  meantime  the  tide  w’eiit  out,  und  neither  parly  near  Br.  Holmes’  in  that  vieinily. 
backward  or  forward  Iming  able  to  reach  the  water.  The  Hudeon  River  Aeeociation  will  meet  at  Troy,  on 
they  were,  tell  by  fi, nr  fiilly  lo  die  ortllirisl  uoon  the  Bund,  the  ^.s-nn.l  \Vi-.lnHs.l«y  mnl  Thiirsduv  in  Seoleinher 

The  Cayuga  Aeeociation  will  meet  at  Elbialge.On- 


DEATHB. 

At  Oxlmw,  JelK’rson  county,  N.  Y.,  oT  the  dropsy  in 


t  ae  cjayuga  jieeoctatton  win  meet  at  Elhi alee,  On¬ 
ondaga  county,  on  the  first  IVednesday  and  rollowiig 
Tlnirsilay  in  fe-plember  next. 

The  Chenango  Aeeociation  of  Univerealiete  will  meet 


A  few  years  since,  whilst  the  mistaken  zeal  or  many  |),e  i,e,„|  on  the '25ih  ull.  Mrs'CoNteat  wircoTMr  F  »/ trm’rer»(i/zTf»  will  mert 

good  meS.led  lliem  to  think  that  timir  red  brethren  oT  Si.  Mrs,  Brainurd  Imd  Imen  a^ml.Baiubratge,  CImnungo  county 

Ihe  fiiresi  ini^lu  be  ChrirtiHiiiTed  lieforcilicy  wereclvili-  l)eliever  in  llic  doctrine  of  God’s  impnrtiut  gruce.  ^  ® 


a  missionary  was  senl  oul  among  them  to  convert  ymiough  she  was  in  her  last  sickness  at  times  pur- 
Ibem  lo  tlie  Christian  fadh.  » missionary  was  unfw-  ijjjHy  deranged,  yet  in  her  lucid  hoars  her  ndiid  was  un- 
tunately  one  of  those  preachers  vvho  detiglit  in  stream-  ghuken,  and  to  unandier  of  her  attendants  wlio  anxiously 
live  and  abstruse  doctrines  and  w'lio  teach  the  incmcacy  juqmred  of  her  concerning  her  faith  in  the  ho(iiie«^s  and 
of  all  hoiiian  exertions  in  obtaining  solvation.  Uncalled  hj^ppinessof  all  men,  her  answers  were  uiiiferinly  lliut 
the  Imliuna  together  to  liwr  what  liccaUal  llie  Go.  pel.  f,|,e  ^.,ig  firm  in  lier  fijilh.  Slie  has  lefl  a  ■ii.‘%onsolalc 
Tlie  Sachem  or  Cliieror  the  lril;e  to  winch  lie  was  ^ni.  husband  and  six  small  cliildren  10  feel  and  mourn  tlieir 
came  with  Ibe  Test,  Tlie  missionary  in  the  course,  onus  consohilioiis  oTlIie  Gospel  were  uilministeri^ 

sermon,  (wliicli  whs  upon  tlie  very  ^mple  and  iiitelligi-  them,  and  tlie  mourning  relatives  tliai  were  present. 
We  doctrine  oT  election,)  undertook  to  prove,  tiint  some  willi  a  large  und  respectalilc  uiidienre  oT  syni- 

weremadelote  saveil.andsonielolHjdamoeil.  witliout  neiglibors,  on  tlie  S7Ui  ull.,  by  llie  writer  oT 

any  regard  to  tlieir  good  or  bad  conduct.  Asan  illustrii-  [bis  ;,riicic.  ’  ^VOOD 

tion  oriiis  doctrine,  liecited  llie  case  or  Jacob  iind  Esiiii,  Ji  1-..  .1— a  1 -c  t  .  .  .  . 

and  attempted  to  slmw  tluil  God  lov^  llie  one  nnd  haled  .  Di-ownftl,  on  Momlny  the  4il  of  July  Inst,  wTiile  balh- 
the  Ollier  befiire  either  of  them  was  born.  Tlie  Saclieiii  (D8  "!  ®  mill-|KMid,  Edmaiui,  son  oT  Andrus  anil  riiisun 
beard  him  attentively,  and  afler  meeting  invited  him  to  He  was  absent  Troni  home  sonic 

biswigwnin.  Afiersomeconversution.ilieSacliemthns  iwclve  or  Bfleen  miles  on  business.  A  numerous  circle 
aihfrelsed  the  missionnrv “  Sir.  me  tell  von  a  slorv  :  9*^  rclaliv^  und  friends  are  left  to  mourn  Ins  smldeii 


addressed  Ihe  missionary : — “  Sir,  me  tell  you  a  story 


unless  you  preach  more  good  than  I liis.”  'riie  missiona-  Union  Sfuare,  Mexico,  Aug.  5,  C.  B.  B. 

ry  finding  himseir  amongst  a  people  too  enlightened  to  At  Solon,  on  tlie  4tli  oTJuly  ull.,  .Mr.  JVhiAa*  fr'ooircy, 
give  credence  to  his  narrow  and  heart  revohiiig  princi-  inthe70ili  yearo(Tii.«nge.  JVIr.  W.  was  a  revolutionary 


pies,  thought  it  expetlient  to  seek  u  new  field  oTlahor.  soldier — a  devoted  L'niversiilisl  in  llieory  und  priicliec — 

— - — -  iiiiiversiilly  lieloved  and  eiieeiiicil  hy  all  wIk)  knew  liiin. 

THE  LIGHT  OF  NATURE.  Hediediiillielriumpliorfiiiili.andhismeiuoryisem- 

.  baliiietl  ill  the  lireiisis  oT  Ids  amiable  Tumily  and  niimer- 
The  oeicbrotctl  Mr.  Hume  wrrtc  an  eswiy  on  the  ons  frienc!i».  funcrul  ^rmoiiwiiis  preacheil  on  the 
mffic.ieney  of  tlio  light  o.  nature,  und  llte  no  te^  ceiebra-  30th  ult.  and  the  ricii  consolations  oflhe  Gn,*-pel  tender^ 
ted  RobcrtJwn  wrote  on  tiie  necciasiiy  of  reveluiion  and  to  un  aiieniive  nudieoce,  by  »r.  J.  Chaise.— Cum. 
tbc  iDsufidency  of  the  liglit  of  nuture.  Hume  cume  one 

evening  lo  visit  Robertson,  nnd  llie  evening  was  spent  on  —  ,  .  .  ~ 

thissulyect.  The  rriends  oT  both  were  present,  and  it  is  Religious  MOtices. 

said  tliul  Robertson  reasoned  with  unaccustomed  clear-  -  -  ■ ^ —  . 

ness  and  power ;  wliellier  Hume  wiis  convinced  by  his  B''-  BuehneU  will  prencli  in  Handsville,  on  the  fburlh 
reasouing  or  not,  we  cannot  tell,  but  at  any  rate,  he  did  9auday  iiist.,  as  u  supply  Tor  Ur.  O.  Roberta,  who  will 
not  acknowledge  his  conviction.  Hamewas  very  much  pf®®*li  in  Cednrvillc  same  day. 


Religious  Notices. 


A.  B.  GROSH,  Printer, 


of  sgeoUeman.and  as  he  rose  to  depart,  bowed  politely  Br.  S,  R.  Smith  will  preacb  at  Lebanon  the  third  Sun- 1  Van  Renssclrer’e  Block.corner  eT  Ecncea  and  Liberty- 
ioihoBeiaiberooiD,w]iileashcrMiredihroiightliedoorf  day  In  September,  at  the  usual  hours.  I  streets.  xrKDirancebyiliesiuIrson  Scuecu-siicei.  jai 


